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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
1/28/2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on 1/29/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant's argument regarding that "each claim now includes 
clarification wherein message content is formatted so as to be associated with each of a 
plurality of different network devices. This is far removed from the teachings of Ochiai" 
has been fully considered, in response "Ochiai '985 discloses all the subject matter as 
described above except means adapted to translate the job state message to a text 
message content format compatible with a text message content format pre-associated 
with each of a plurality of different network clients; 

However, Muto '480 teaches means adapted to translate the job state message 
to a text message content format compatible with a text message content format pre- 
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associated with each of a plurality of different network clients (paragraph [0035], lines 3- 
8, where e-mail is the content format); 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have means adapted to translate the job state message to a 
text message content format compatible with a text message content format pre- 
associated with each of a plurality of different network clients as taught by Muto '480 in 
the system of Ochiai '985. With this the information about the device informed of by 
electronic mail is transmitted after it is converted into a text message generated in a 
natural language readable by a user according to the information obtained from the 
device by the data transfer process apparatus connected to the device (paragraph 
[0006])". 

2. Claim objections have been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1, 3, 11 and 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ochiai (US 6,734,985) in view of Muto (US 2002/01 16480). 

(1) regarding claim 1: 

Ochiai '985 discloses a feedback component, comprising: 
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means adapted to receive a status message from a spooler of an associated 
document processing device (column 2, lines 6-7, where one component of the 
computer terminal is adapted to receive status messages from the printer and the 
printer at the same time has communication with a spooler as it could be seen in Fig. 8 
of the reference where it says that one of the functions of the printers of this particular 
invention is job spooling); 

means adapted to receive a signal from an image output system of the 
associated document processing device (column 2, lines 6-7, where the printer is in 
communication with the computer through a network 102 as seen in Fig. 1 and what 
pass through the network are signals), the image output system communicatively 
coupled to the spooler (102 in Fig. 1 , where the printer is connected trough a network to 
the computer that contains the spooler); 

means adapted to receive registration data at a spooler feedback component 
associated with the spooler from each of a plurality of associated network clients 
(column 2, lines 9-11), the registration data being representative of a request for 
transmission of status messages for communication thereto (column 2, lines 2-4, where 
the computer sends a request for transmission); 

means adapted to generate a job state message from the spooler feedback 
component, wherein the job state is at least one of the group consisting of the status 
message (column 2, lines 22-25) and the signal; 

means adapted to periodically push each translated job state message to at least 
one corresponding network client of the plurality of associated network clients (column 
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2, lines 2-4) in accordance with registration data of the spooler feedback component 
corresponding thereto (column 2, lines 22-25 and column 8, lines 44-51). 

Ochiai '985 discloses all the subject matter as described above except means 
adapted to translate the job state message to a text message content format compatible 
with a text message content format pre-associated with each of a plurality of different 
network clients; 

However, Muto '480 teaches means adapted to translate the job state message 
to a text message content format compatible with a text message content format pre- 
associated with each of a plurality of different network clients (paragraph [0035], lines 3- 
8, where e-mail is the content format); 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have means adapted to translate the job state message to a 
text message content format compatible with a text message content format pre- 
associated with each of a plurality of different network clients as taught by Muto '480 in 
the system of Ochiai '985. With this the information about the device informed of by 
electronic mail is transmitted after it is converted into a text message generated in a 
natural language readable by a user according to the information obtained from the 
device by the data transfer process apparatus connected to the device (paragraph 
[0006]). 

(2) regarding claim 13: 

Ochiai '985 further discloses a method for providing continuous feedback from a 
printing system, comprising the steps of: 
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monitoring the printing system (column 4, lines 18-19); 

receiving a status update from a spooler of an associated document processing 
device (column 2, lines 6-7, where one component of the computer terminal is adapted 
to receive status messages from the printer and the printer at the same time has 
communication with a spooler as it could be seen in Fig. 8 of the reference where it 
says that one of the functions of the printers of this particular invention is job spooling); 

receiving registration data at spooler feedback component associated with the 
spooler from each of a plurality of associated network clients (column 2, lines 9-11), the 
registration data being representative of a request for transmission of status updates for 
communication thereto (column 2, lines 2-4, where the computer sends a request for 
transmission); 

generating a job state update from the spooler feedback component (column 2, 
lines 22-25); 

periodically pushing each converted job state update to at least one 
corresponding network client of the plurality of associated network clients (column 2, 
lines 2-4) in accordance with the registration data received therefrom (column 2, lines 
22-25 and column 8, lines 44-51 ). 

Ochiai '985 discloses all the subject matter as described above except converting 
the job state update to a text message content format compatible with a text message 
content format pre-associated with each of a plurality of different network clients; 

However, Muto '480 teaches converting the job state update to a text message 
content format compatible with a text message content format pre-associated with each 
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of a plurality of different network clients (paragraph [0035], lines 3-8, where e-mail is the 
content format); 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made converting the job state update to a text message content 
format compatible with a text message content format pre-associated with each of a 
plurality of different network clients as taught by Muto '480 in the system of Ochiai '985. 
With this the information about the device informed of by electronic mail is transmitted 
after it is converted into a text message generated in a natural language readable by a 
user according to the information obtained from the device by the data transfer process 
apparatus connected to the device (paragraph [0006]). 

(3) regarding claims 3 and 15: 

Ochiai '985 discloses all the subject matter as described above except wherein 
the status message is a text message. 

However, Muto '480 teaches wherein the status message is a text message 
(paragraph [0035], lines 3-8, where the status message is delivered to the client as a 
text message). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made wherein the status message is a text message as taught by 
Muto '480 in the system of Ochiai '985. With this the information about the device 
informed of by electronic mail is transmitted after it is converted into a text message 
generated in a natural language readable by a user according to the information 
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obtained from the device by the data transfer process apparatus connected to the 
device (paragraph [0006]). 

(4) regarding claim 11: 

Ochiai '985 further discloses wherein the feedback component comprises 
computer readable instructions stored on a computer readable medium (column 10, 
lines 1-8, where the invention of the reference can be program codes read by a 
computer). 

(5) regarding claim 14: 

Ochiai '985 further discloses registering with the printing system (column 2, lines 
11-13, where the printer registers each computer client). 

5. Claims 2 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ochiai (US 6,734,985) and Muto (US 2002/0116480) in view of Nishikawa et al. (US 
7,064,849). 

(1) regarding claim 2: 

Ochiai '985 and Muto '480 disclose all the subject matter as described above 
except means adapted to register with the spooler's application programming interface. 

However Nishikawa '849 teaches means adapted to register with the spooler's 
application programming interface (Figs. 2 and 3, column 5, lines 49-63, where the 
system consists of, among other parts, a spooler and the process has to register with 
the application program for the proper functionality). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have means adapted to register with the spooler's 
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application programming interface as taught by Nishikawa '849 in the system of Ochiai 
'985 and Muto '480. This will allow the feedback component to have a registered 
connection with components of the system thus establishing a secure communication to 
transmit the information about print statuses. 
(2) regarding claim 4: 

Ochiai '985 and Muto '480 disclose all the subject matter as described above 
except means adapted to determine a native language for the network client. 

However, Nishikawa '849 teaches means adapted to determine a native 
language for the network client (column 9, lines 61-67, where it is being determined 
what language should be the one for displaying a message). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have means adapted to determine a native language for the 
network client as taught by Nishikawa '849 in the system of Ochiai '985 and Muto '480. 
With this, the system makes sure that the person at the other side of the computer can 
understand the information being displayed, thus making the system more user friendly. 
6. Claims 5-6 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ochiai (US 6,734,985) and Muto (US 2002/01 16480) in view of Bourbonnais et al. 
(US 6,338,033). 

(1) regarding claims 5 and 6: 

Ochiai '985 and Muto '480 disclose all the subject matter as described above 
except means adapted to filter the job state message so that only a selected job status 
message is sent to the network client. 
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However, Bourbonnais '033 teaches means adapted to filter the job status 
message so that only a selected job state message is sent to the network client (column 
5, lines 65-67, where the filter is doing the job of showing only the desired messages). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have means adapted to filter the job status message so that 
only a selected job state message is sent to the network client as taught by 
Bourbonnais '033, in the system of Ochiai '985 and Muto '480. With this the user of the 
system would have many options from which he would elect the ones that he or she 
prefers, thus improving the system to make of it a user friendly one. 

Regarding claim 5, "customize the job state message" is being interpreted as 
performing the same function as claim 6 does. 

(2) regarding claim 16: 

Ochiai '985 and Muto '480 disclose all the subject matter as described above 
except wherein the converting step converts the job state update to a foreign language. 

However, Bourbonnais '033 teaches wherein the converting step converts job 
state update to a foreign language (column 2, lines 63-65, where there is a translation 
between two languages, one of them being the foreign one). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have the converting step converts the job state update to a 
foreign language as taught by Bourbonnais '033, in the system of Ochiai '985 and Muto 
'480. With this, the system makes sure that the person at the other side of the computer 



Application/Control Number: 10/626,378 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2625 

can understand the information being displayed, thus making the system more user 
friendly. 

7. Claims 7-10 and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ochiai (US 6,734,985) and Muto (US 2002/0116480) in view of 
Hiroshi et al. (JP 10289070 A, all citations are being made from the Japanese 
translation). 

(1) regarding claims 7 and 17: 

Ochiai '985 and Muto '480 disclose all the subject matter as described above 
except means adapted to delay sending the job status message for a first time period. 

However, Hiroshi '070 teaches means adapted to delay sending the job status 
message for a first time period (paragraph [0017], where there is a fixed amount of time 
to transmit status information). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have means adapted to delay sending the job status 
message for a first time period as taught by Hiroshi '070, in the system of Ochiai '985 
and Muto '480. With this the network printer can return status information to a host 
computer, whenever the printer status change (paragraph [0016]), thus increasing the 
performance of the system and allowing the network not to be congested with too many 
network traffic. 

(2) regarding claims 8 and 18: 
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Ochiai '985 and Muto '480 disclose all the subject matter as described above 
except means adapted to delay sending the job state message when a second job state 
message is received before the first time period expires. 

However, Hiroshi '070 teaches means adapted to delay sending the job state 
message when a second job state message is received before the first time period 
expires (paragraph [0034], lines 1-2, where there is a predetermined second delay time 
every time a new message enters). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have means adapted to delay sending the job state message 
when a second job state message is received before the first time period expires as 
taught by Hiroshi '070, in the system of Ochiai '985 and Muto '480. With this the network 
printer can return status information to a host computer, whenever the printer status 
change (paragraph [0016]), thus increasing the performance of the system and allowing 
the network not to be congested with too many network traffic. 

(3) regarding claim 9: 

Ochiai '985 and Muto '480 disclose all the subject matter as described above 
except means adapted to delay sending the job state message when a second job state 
message is received delays a second time period. 

However, Hiroshi '070 teaches means adapted to delay sending the job state 
message when a second job state message is received delays a second time period 
(paragraph [0035], where when a new status message is received t reset the time 
counter so it would be a new time period of delay). 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have means adapted to delay sending the job state message 
when a second job state message is received delays a second time period as taught by 
Hiroshi '070, in the system of Ochiai '985 and Muto '480. With this the network printer 
can return status information to a host computer in a second delay time, whenever the 
printer status change (paragraph [0016]), thus increasing the performance of the system 
and allowing the network not to be congested with too many network traffic. 

(4) regarding claims 10 and 19: 

Ochiai '985 and Muto '480 disclose all the subject matter as described above 
except wherein the feedback component sends only the most recent job state message 
when the second time period expires. 

However, Hiroshi '070 teaches wherein the feedback component sends only the 
most recent job state message when the second time period expires (paragraph [0034], 
lines 5-11, where the system checks if the status to be send is the same as the last 
status sent and if it is it sends it). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made wherein the feedback component sends only the most recent 
job state message when the second time period expires as taught by Hiroshi '070, in the 
system of Ochiai '985 and Muto '480. With this the network printer can return status 
information to a host computer, whenever the printer status change (paragraph [0016]), 
thus increasing the performance of the system and allowing the network not to be 
congested with too many network traffic. 
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(5) regarding claim 20: 

Ochiai '985 and Muto '480 disclose all the subject matter as described above 
except receiving at least one additional job state update before a first predetermined 
time period expires; and 

waiting until a second predetermined time period expires; 

wherein the sending step sends only the most recent job state update to the 
network client after the second predetermined time period expires. 

However, Hiroshi '070 teaches receiving at least one additional job state update 
before a first predetermined time period expires (paragraph [0034], lines 1-2, where 
there is a predetermined second delay time every time a new message enters); and 

waiting until a second predetermined time period expires (paragraph [0035], 
where when a new status message is received t reset the time counter so it would be a 
new time period of delay); 

wherein the sending step sends only the most recent job state update to the 
network client after the second predetermined time period expires (paragraph [0034], 
lines 5-11, where the system checks if the status to be send is the same as the last 
status sent and if it is it sends it). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made receiving at least one additional job state update before a first 
predetermined time period expires and waiting until a second predetermined time period 
expires wherein the sending step sends only the most recent job state update to the 
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network client after the second predetermined time period expires as taught by Hiroshi 
'070, in the system of Ochiai '985 and Muto '480. With this the network printer can 
return status information to a host computer, whenever the printer status change 
(paragraph [0016]), thus increasing the performance of the system and allowing the 
network not to be congested with too many network traffic. 

8. Claims 12 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ochiai (US Patent 6,734,985) and Muto (US 2002/0116480) in view of Hiroshi et 
al. (JP 10289070 A), Bourbonnais et al. (US Patent 6,338,033), and Nishikawa et al. 
(US 7,064,849). 

Ochiai '985 discloses a feedback component, comprising: 

means adapted to receive a status message from a spooler of an associated 
document processing device (column 2, lines 6-7, where one component of the 
computer terminal is adapted to receive status messages from the printer and the 
printer at the same time has communication with a spooler as it could be seen in Fig. 8 
of the reference where it says that one of the functions of the printers of this particular 
invention is job spooling); 

means adapted to receive a signal from an image output system of the 
associated document processing device (column 2, lines 6-7, where the printer is in 
communication with the computer through a network 102 as seen in Fig. 1 and what 
pass through the network are signals), the image output system communicatively 
coupled to the spooler (102 in Fig. 1, where the printer is connected trough a network to 
the computer that contains the spooler); 
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means adapted to receive registration data at a spooler feedback component 
associated with the spooler from each of a plurality of associated network clients 
(column 2, lines 9-11), the registration data being representative of a request for 
transmission of status messages for communication thereto (column 2, lines 2-4, where 
the computer sends a request for transmission); 

means adapted to generate a job state message from the spooler feedback 
component, wherein the job state is at least one of the group consisting of the status 
message (column 2, lines 22-25) and the signal; 

means adapted to periodically push each translated job state message to at least 
one corresponding network client of the plurality of associated network clients (column 
2, lines 2-4) in accordance with registration data of the spooler feedback component 
corresponding thereto (column 2, lines 22-25 and column 8, lines 44-51). 

Ochiai '985 discloses all the subject matter as described above except means 
adapted to register with a spooler's application programming interface; 

means adapted to determine a native language for a network client; 

means adapted to translate the job state message to a text message content 
format compatible with a text message content format pre-associated with each of a 
plurality of different network clients; 

means adapted to filter the job state message so that only a selected job state 
message is sent to the network client; 
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means adapted to delay sending the job state message for a first time period; 

and 

means adapted to delay sending the job state message when a second job state 
message is received before the first time period expires, wherein the means adapted to 
delay sending the job state message when a second job state message is received 
delays a second time period, and sends only the most recent state message when the 
second time period expires. 

However, Muto '480 teaches means adapted to translate the job state message 
to a text message content format compatible with a text message content format pre- 
associated with each of a plurality of different network clients (paragraph [0035], lines 3- 
8, where e-mail is the content format); 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have means adapted to translate the job state message to a 
text message content format compatible with a text message content format pre- 
associated with each of a plurality of different network clients as taught by Muto '480 in 
the system of Ochiai '985. With this the information about the device informed of by 
electronic mail is transmitted after it is converted into a text message generated in a 
natural language readable by a user according to the information obtained from the 
device by the data transfer process apparatus connected to the device (paragraph 
[0006]). 
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Ochiai '985 and Muto '480 disclose all the subject matter as disclosed above 
except means adapted to register with a spooler's application programming interface; 

means adapted to determine a native language for a network client; 

means adapted to translate the job state message to a text message content 
format compatible with a text message content format pre-associated with each of a 
plurality of different network clients; 

means adapted to filter the job state message so that only a selected job state 
message is sent to the network client; 

means adapted to delay sending the job state message for a first time period; 

and 

means adapted to delay sending the job state message when a second job state 
message is received before the first time period expires, wherein the means adapted to 
delay sending the job state message when a second job state message is received 
delays a second time period, and sends only the most recent state message when the 
second time period expires. 

However Nishikawa '849 teaches means adapted to register with the spooler's 
application programming interface (Figs. 2 and 3, column 5, lines 49-63, where the 
system consists of, among other parts, a spooler and the process has to register with 
the application program for the proper functionality); 



Application/Control Number: 10/626,378 Page 19 

Art Unit: 2625 

means adapted to determine a native language for a network client (column 9, 
lines 61-67, where it is being determined what language should be the one for 
displaying a message). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have means adapted to register with the spooler's 
application programming interface and means adapted to determine a native language 
for the network client as taught by Nishikawa '849 in the system of Ochiai '985 and Muto 
'480. This will allow the feedback component to have a registered connection with 
components of the system thus establishing a secure communication to transmit the 
information about print statuses. Also, the system makes sure that the person at the 
other side of the computer can understand the information being displayed, thus making 
the system more user friendly. 

Ochiai '985, Muto '480 and Nishikawa '849 disclose all the subject matter as 
described above except means adapted to filter the job status message so that only a 
selected job status message is sent to the network client; 

means adapted to delay sending the job status message for a first time period; 

and 

means adapted to delay sending the job status message when a second job 
status message is received before the first time period expires, wherein the means 
adapted to delay sending the job status message when a second job status message is 
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received delays a second time period, and sends only the most recent status message 
when the second time period expires. 

However, Hiroshi '070 teaches means adapted to delay sending the job status 
message for a first time period (paragraph [0017], where there is a fixed amount of time 
to transmits status information); and 

means adapted to delay sending the job status message when a second job 
status message is received before the first time period expires (paragraph [0034], lines 
1-2, where there is a predetermined second delay time every time a new message 
enters), wherein the means adapted to delay sending the job status message when a 
second job status message is received delays a second time period (paragraph [0035], 
where when a new status message is received t reset the time counter so it would be a 
new time period of delay), and sends only the most recent status message when the 
second time period expires (paragraph [0034], lines 5-1 1 , where the system checks if 
the status to be send is the same as the last status sent and if it is it sends it). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have means adapted to delay sending the job status 
message for a first time period, means adapted to delay sending the job status 
message when a second job status message is received before the first time period 
expires wherein the means adapted to delay sending the job status message when a 
second job status message is received delays a second time, and sends only the most 
recent status message when the second time period expires period as taught by Hiroshi 
'070, in the system of Ochiai '985, Muto '480 and Nishikawa '849. With this the network 
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printer can return status information to a host computer, whenever the printer status 
change (paragraph [0016]), thus increasing the performance of the system and allowing 
the network not to be congested with too many traffic. 

Ochiai '985, Muto '480, Nishikawa '849 and Hiroshi '070 disclose all the subject 
matter as described above except means adapted to filter the job status message so 
that only a selected job status message is sent to the network client. 

However, Bourbonnais '033 teaches means adapted to filter the job status 
message so that only a selected job status message is sent to the network client 
(column 5, lines 65-67, where the filter is doing the job of showing only the desired 
messages). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have means adapted to filter the job status message so that 
only a selected job status message is sent to the network client as taught by 
Bourbonnais '033, in the system of Ochiai '985, Muto '480, Nishikawa '849 and Hiroshi 
'070. With this the user of the system would have many options from which he would 
elect the ones that he or she prefers, thus improving the system to make of it a user 
friendly one. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LENNIN R. RODRIGUEZ whose telephone number is 
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(571)270-1678. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 7:30am 
- 6:00pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, King Poon can be reached on (571) 272-7440. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/King Y. Poon/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 

Lennin Rodriguez 
4/8/08 



